Steps to install a refrigerator in place of the 3 draws on a mk-II cica '88

1 - Remove the three draws from the frame. Then remove the screws that hold the stack of draws in place. The frame then pulls out very eaisily. 

2 - Open the chart table and locate the wood plugs that cover the screws for the rolled chart storage rack. Drill them out using a drill that leaves a hole that can be plugged with standard plugs. Remove the screws.

( At this point I made a verticle cut as about 1" aft of the chart tubes and removed the angled aft section. If I were to do it again, I would remove the entire chart rack & reinstall it aft of the draws.)

Push the draw frame in as far as it will go, then make a cardboard template of the hull liner shape so that you can cut the lower back of the draw frame to fit. You will see that the bottom draw will have to be made smaller. I decided to eliminate the draw and use the draw front as a fold down access to storage space.


Screw the frame down into the hull liner and screw down through the chart table to attach the top of the frame. I also replced the screws in the face so as not to leave empty holes.

Use the side piece that you took from the chart tube rack to finish the aft side of the draw frame. (If you removed the entire chart tube rack, reinstall it aft of the draws)

3 - Using a sawzall cut out the fiberglass to size for the refrigerator. I left 5/8" on the left side to allow for a trim stip of ½" teak. The right side can't be seen, so I left it raw. The top & bottom were cut out as shown to allow for air circulation & covered with the grills provided in the trim kit.









After cutting out the openinig you will see that the old ice box protrudes into the space by about 2 -3".

Using the sawzall, cut back the ice box side to allow for the new refrigerator. (We decided it would be usefull to have the ice box at the beginning of a long cruise, so I cut it back about 3" beyond what was needed. I then cut a piece of acrylic sheet and fiberglassed it inside the box. Added 2" of styrofoam insulation covered with a second actylic sheet fiberglassed in place. This made a slightly smaller top loading ice box & gave support for the new refrigerator on the outboard side).

On the inboard side,  the 5/8" lip leaves a ½" space that should be filled with two support stips to keep the refrigerator from shifting. They get screwed into place from the aft berth.

The bottom supports were made from two pieces of 1" x 2" Oak . On the forward end they are screwed into place through the fiberglass that was left on either side of the lower vent area. On the aft end one rests on a pad directly on the hull. The other has a support riset of approximately 2". Both the pad & the riser were fiberglassed into place.

At this point the refrigerator can be slid into place to check the fit & measure for the trim. 

4 - Electrical - This was the worst part of the job. The unit called for #10 wire to insure a minimum amount of voltage drop. That stuff is real stiff to pull from the battery box to the refrigerator. Doing it again I would use single wires rather then the double jacketed stuff.

5 - The trim kit that came with the unit dosen't work on the sides, I used a piece of teak that came with one edge rounded. It was easy & looks OK. On top I used the grill that came in the kit. I shortened the ends and drilled two holes so that it could be screwed into the fiberglass on either side of the top vent area. These two srews hold the unit in place, though I don't think it would move even without them. We've been in some really steep seas and everything has been fine. The refrigerator manual says that the compressor works up to 30 degrees of heal. We've been there also with no problems.

The project didn't take more then 10 hours total time, but the fiberglass work took 15 -20 minutes on each of 5 evenings. This strung the project out for what seemed like a long time when I wanted to be sailing.
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