This project was prompted by the desire to have a table for every day use that was light weight and small enough to allow for easier seating around the U-shaped salon lay-out.  It’s relatively easy to visualize how to build a small table.  The challenge, however, was to attach it to the original pedestal of the C-30.  A brief amount of research will clue you in that the diameter of the original pedestal is probably no longer made and everything related to pedestals that are for sale in marine stores are of a smaller diameter.  I briefly toyed with replacing the pedestal with a new base, new pedestal, etc. – but quickly decided that this approach was not for me.  It was mere dumb luck and a strange obsession with trying everything that I came to my own particular solution.  I was wandering around Home Depot one day, sort of looking for a solution.  I saw something called a “3 or 4 inch PVC General Purpose Drain” Pic: Table 1.  For $5.93 I decided to give it a try.  Almost a perfect fit – but a little looser than “like a glove”.  Here’s how I built the table:
1. I used ½” plywood with a “teak” laminate surface.  I cut it to about 28 x 24”.  Pic: Table 2

2. I decided that I needed a smaller piece (11x11) to attach to the bottom to give it rigidity and increased thickness to attach the drain fitting to.  Pic: Table 2

3. I used epoxy and brass screws to attach the smaller piece of wood to the main table.  Stainless may have been better – not as soft.

4. Once positioned (see below), the drain was attached with stainless pan head screws.  I had to drill the holes into the fitting.  Of course, be real careful about drilling the pilot holes into the table and using screws that won’t go all the way through.  I taped the drill bit to guide me.
5. Now, take a look at picture Table 3.  I used a 3/8 x 16 threaded bolt that is positioned to fit into the slot on the pedestal tube.  From the picture you can see that the bolt is inserted with the head inside the fitting and there is a rubber washer, flat washer, then another rubber washer.  It goes through the fitting and you can’t see that there is another rubber washer, then flat washer, then lock washer, then wing nut.
a. Note that when the table is placed on the pedestal tube, the metal tube is flush against the PVC drain fitting with that first rubber washer inside the tube.  Then, when the wing nut is tightened, the rubber washers inside the tube prevents the bolt from slipping and allows you to nicely tighten the wing nut very snuggly.

b. I then fitted two ¼” pins to keep the table stable.
c. Special care needs to be taken to position the bolt so that when the table is placed on the pedestal stand with the bolt in the slot, that the table is lined up and not “cockeyed” – a little tricky.  Then you’ve got to be careful in drilling and lining up the holes for the locking pins.

6. I finished the borders of the table with teak “U channel” trim that has ½” channel and you can get this at West Marine.  I used a miter box and hand coping saw for the corners – not too bad a job for a first timer. The last few pics show the finished product.

7. I can tell you when it’s on the pedestal tube with the pins in place and the bolt tightened, it is very stable.  It’s the only table we now use unless we need to use the double bed.  The next logical step is to simply carry a lighter weight, 2-piece solution to the bed (2 pieces of wood stored in the quarter berth), and forget that heavy table altogether.

I finished the table with several coats of spar polyurethane.  Feel free to email me with any questions.
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